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Acting Minister-in-Charge of Muslim Affairs and Senior

Minister of State for Defence Zaqy Mohamad Addresses

European Business Leaders at the launch of EuroCham
Singapore’s new Strategic Security & Aerospace Committee

The new Committee provides a cross-sector platform for informed dialogue on
economic security, supply chain resilience and strategic industries amid evolving
global dynamics.

Singapore, 4 September 2026: Today, the European Chamber of Commerce
(EuroCham) Singapore launched its new Strategic Security & Aerospace Committee,
with Singapore’s Acting Minister-in-charge of Muslim Affairs and Senior Minister of
State for Defence, Mr Zagy Mohamad, attending as Guest of Honour.

Held at the Airbus Singapore Campus, the launch brought together almost 100
guests and members from across sectors such as aerospace and defence, banking
and finance, energy, automotive, risk and security, technology, consulting, legal
services and academia. EuroCham also welcomed diplomatic representatives
including His Excellency Sadik Arslan, Ambassador of Turkiye to Singapore, and Ms
Joyleen Santos, Minister and Consul General at the Philippine Embassy in Singapore,
as well as representatives of the embassies of France, Lithuania and Switzerland, and
the British High Commission in Singapore as guests.

Acting Minister Zagy Mohamad delivered remarks ahead of the Committee's formal
launch ceremony. The event also featured remarks from Mr Philipp Dupuis, Head of
the Economic and Trade Section, European Union Delegation to Singapore; Mr
Anand Stanley, President, Airbus Asia-Pacific; and Mr Jens RuUbbert, President of
EuroCham Singapore.

In his remarks, Acting Minister Zaqy Mohamad highlighted that a strong web of
trusted partnerships is a strategic advantage in a more contested world. He said:
“The Committee can become another node to connect our established defence and
aerospace relationships with the wider strategic-security ecosystem... Stronger
connections allow our companies, engineers, researchers and innovators to build
the familiarity and trust to grow the next generation of Singapore-Europe strategic
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security partnerships. The technologies and companies that shape our security may
change, but the importance of trusted partnerships will not.”

The launch takes place ahead of two milestones in 2027: the 50th anniversary of
EU-ASEAN Dialogue Relations and Singapore's chairmanship of ASEAN. With
14,000 European businesses currently operating in Singapore, the Committee
aims to help businesses better understand strategic developments affecting
their operations by connecting global economic shifts, industrial developments
and resilience challenges with their practical business implications.

Speaking about the launch of the new Committee, EuroCham Singapore
President Jens Rubbert said: “As we celebrate 25 years of EuroCham Singapore as
the Voice of European Business in Singapore, the more time | spend in the
Chamber, the more | see that trust is the most valuable thing we build. Our
members trust us to listen to the challenges and opportunities they face, and our
partners and government bodies trust us to bring those perspectives forward
constructively. Our Committees reflect the questions our members are facing now,
or may face in the future. As security and resilience increasingly become boardroom
conversations, this Committee creates a practical, cross-sector space for businesses
to discuss the strategic issues shaping their decisions.”

The Committee’s work will focus on three areas: Security and Resilience, Global
Economic Shifts, and Aerospace, Defence and Space; and similarly to all EuroCham
Committees, it will convene regularly for executive-level discussions and closed-door
dialogues with industry business leaders and policymakers.

Adding to this, Mr Anand Stanley, President, Airbus Asia-Pacific and EuroCham
board member, said: “At a time of rapidly evolving geopolitical dynamics and
increasing business complexities, it is our shared responsibility as the Committee
brings together industry, governments and partners to support business resilience
and economic prosperity for Asia- Pacific.”

Speaking about the importance of economic cooperation and helping
companies thrive in an increasingly complex global economy, Mr Philipp Dupuis,
Head of the Economic and Trade Section, European Union Delegation to
Singapore, said: “The European Union Delegation to Singapore welcomes the
launch of the EuroCham Strategic Security and Aerospace Committee. The shifting
geopolitical environment creates risks, notably on economic security. This needs
attention from governments and businesses alike - in the EU and in like-minded
countries like Singapore. The clear objective of the EU is to continue to maximise the



Eur&Cham

SINGAPORE

benefits of its openness while minimising the risks. We look forward to working
closely with businesses in the Strategic Security and Aerospace Committee.”

The launch event concluded with a moderated panel discussion titled "The
New Boardroom Agenda: Why has economic security become a business
issue?" Moderated by Mr Andrew Staples, Editorial Director, Asia at Fortune, the
panel featured Mr Mrinal Jain, Senior Director, Category Sourcing at ASM
International; Mr Zakir Hamid, Head of Region, Asia Pacific at Airbus Defence &
Space; Mr Sami Salokangas, Vice President, Engineering & Manufacturing
Sector, Asia Pacific at DHL Customer Solutions & Innovation; and Mr Zheng
Jingxin, Vice President and Head of Mobility at the Singapore Economic
Development Board (EDB). The discussion examined what de-risking means in
practice for investment and supply chains, how digital disruption and emerging
technologies are reshaping business resilience, and how businesses can build
long-term strategies that balance competitiveness, resilience and sustainable
growth.

With the launch of the Strategic Security & Aerospace Committee, EuroCham
Singapore now has ten active Committees covering areas including the green and
digital economies, manufacturing and supply chains, financial services and fintech,
education and human capital, transport and mobility, healthcare and life sciences,
wine and spirits, and intellectual property rights.

ENDS

For media inquiries or to request official event images, please contact:
Aziza O'Beirne, Brand and Communications Manager at EuroCham Singapore
Email: Aziza@eurocham.org.sg
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A EuroCham' r i ri Aer mmi :

In response to evolving global dynamics, EuroCham Singapore is launching its new Strategic
Security & Aerospace Committee, reflecting the growing importance of informed dialogue on
economic security, supply chain resilience, emerging risks, industrial competitiveness, and
the challenges businesses face today.

The Committee provides a cross-sector platform that brings a business perspective to
resilience, competitiveness, and investment decisions, while creating a dedicated space to
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discuss strategic industries, including aerospace and defence. Its mission is to help European
businesses navigate an increasingly complex operating environment by connecting global
economic and industrial developments with their practical business implications.

About European Chamber of Commerce, Singapore (EuroCham Singapore):

The European Chamber of Commerce (Singapore), also known as EuroCham Singapore, is an
independent non-profit organisation representing the collective interests and voices of the
European business community in Singapore and across the region. Established in 1991 as the
European Business Association, the organisation became a Chamber of Commerce in 2001
and was officially endorsed by the European Union Delegation to Singapore. Today,
EuroCham serves as the Voice of European Business in Singapore.

Our mission is to serve our members as a trusted bridge between businesses, governments,
and institutions in Singapore and Europe. Visit EuroCham Singapore at
https:/feurocham.org.sa/

About Mr Jens Ribbert, President of the European Chamber of Commerce:

Mr Jens RUbbert is the President of the European Chamber of Commerce, Singapore, and the
Managing Director & Regional Head for Asia Pacific at Landesbank Baden-Wurttemberg
(LBBW). Jens has been a senior banker for 33 years and has 20 years of experience in the
Asian financial market. Currently, he is the Managing Director & Regional Head for Asia/Pacific
of LBBW, one of Germany'’s largest banks. Previously, Jens was with Deutsche Bank for 27
years in several senior positions across various regions, including Germany, Turkey, Hong
Kong, Singapore, China and Vietnam. He has also held positions as Vice Chairman of
EuroCham China (2011 - 2014), Chairman of GBA Vietnam (2015 - 2017), Chairman of
EuroCham Vietnam (2017), and President of the Singaporean German Chamber of Industry
and Commerce (2020 — 2023). Jens is the current Chairman of the EU ASEAN Business
Council. He holds a degree in business administration and was awarded Germany's Federal
Order of Merit in 2021.

About Mr Philipp Dupuis, Head of the Economic and Trade Section, EU Delegation to
Singapore:

Philipp Dupuis is the Head of the Economic and Trade Section of the European Union (EU)
Delegation to Singapore. He joined the European Commission in 1995 and worked for its
Directorate General for Trade in various positions in the Brussels headquarters and in EU
Delegations abroad. During his career in the Directorate General for Trade, Philipp Dupuis
was Deputy Head of the Units in charge of Latin America, North America, the Middle East, the
Generalised System of Preferences as well as Multilateral Trade and Sustainable
Development. He participated in various FTA negotiations and was the EU’s deputy chief
negotiator for the EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA). He
also worked as an investigator in the trade defence department.
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In between, he was on diplomatic posts as Head of the Economic and Trade sections of the
European Delegations in Mexico (covering also Cuba), Thailand (covering also Cambodia, Laos
and Myanmar) and the Philippines. Before joining the European Commission, Philipp Dupuis
worked as a senior consultant for Andersen Consulting in Frankfurt/Germany, carrying out
projects in the financial sector. He studied Business Administration and, as a subsidiary major,
Political Sciences at the Universities of Bayreuth and Mannheim/Germany and did a Banking
Apprenticeship at the Deutsche Bank in Darmstadt/Germany.

About Mr Anand Stanley, President and Head of Region, Airbus Asia- Pacific:

Based in Singapore, Anand leads Airbus and all its divisions, including Airbus Commercial
Aircraft, Airbus Helicopters, and Airbus Defence and Space divisions across the region. He is
responsible for all commmercial aircraft sales, customer support, government affairs, industrial
collaboration and innovation. Over his career, Anand has worked extensively internationally,
with more than two decades of leadership in aerospace and involvement in Asia and the
Pacific region. He joined Airbus in 2018 and has previously worked with the Linde Group, UTC,
Pratt & Whitney, Lockheed Martin and Sikorsky. Anand is currently the Chairman of Airbus
Japan and Airbus Singapore, serves on the Board of the EU-ASEAN Business Council, Vice
President and Board member of Eurocham Singapore, member of His Majesty’s Trade
Advisory Council (UK), Chairman of GIFAS Asia (French Aerospace Trade Council) and a
member of YPO (Young Presidents’ Organization). Anand graduated from Andhra University
in India and has postgraduate qualifications from IMI-Delhi and the University of
Virginia-Darden.



