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F I N N A I R

F I N N A I R

DECOUPLING AIR TRAFFIC AND EMISSIONS

Finnair is a network airline specialised in flying passengers and cargo between Asia and

Europe. Its network of 19 destinations in Asia, seven in the Americas, and over 100

destinations in Europe offers the best possible flight connections between Finland and the

world. Operating via Helsinki, the airline offers passengers travelling between Asian

megacities and Europe the smoothest and fastest connections in the Northern

hemisphere.

Recognising that the most complex challenge facing aviation is its environmental impact,

Finnair seeks to decouple its traffic growth from increases in emissions. 

To reduce the CO2 emissions of flight operations, Finnair invests in new aircraft

technology and flies fuel efficiently by decreasing aircraft weight and increasing the use of

sustainable aviation fuel. Its biggest investment to date has been the incorporation of new

Airbus A350 aircraft to Finnair’s existing fleet. The new aircraft are on average 20 to 25%

more fuel-efficient than the previous model. The airline aspires to make its operations

carbon neutral by the end of 2045; The airline aspires to make its operations

carbon  neutral by the end of 2045; the first major milestone is halving net emissions by

the end of 2025
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Also emissions from non-flight operations

are reduced by using renewable energy to

heat facilities and fuel vehicles at the

airport.

Furthermore Finnair encourages its

customers to make sustainable choices

through integrated offsetting and biofuel

options when purchasing flight tickets.

Meanwhile, suppliers are encouraged to

decrease their carbon emissions and are

required to comply with similar ethical

standards as Finnair does.

Finnair’s dedicated team of sustainability professionals collaborate transparently with the

company’s partners, customers and employees to find solutions that will bring the airline

even closer to achieving its targets. This is underscored by the company’s commitment to

UN Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 9: ‘Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure’, and

its willingness to venture outside its traditional business to find solutions for core

sustainability issues. Elsewhere, cross-industry collaborations such as those with the

Nordic Network for Electric Aviation and the Lappeenranta University of Technology align

with SDG 17: ‘Partnerships for the Goals’.  The latter partnership has led to a feasibility

study on synthetic carbon-neutral fuels.
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PROGRESS FROM MULTIPLE
FRONTS

In 2008, Finnair communicated its sustainability concerns under the Global Reporting

Initiative framework, becoming one of the first airlines in the world to do so. It has since

kept close track on the effectiveness of the airline’s sustainability efforts, measuring and

reporting impact on a regular basis. This includes an evaluation of its supply chain from

start to finish. 

In March 2020, Finnair introduced a strategy for sustainable, profitable growth, covering

each of the three pillars of sustainability: environment, society and finance. The strategy

aims to improve on Finnair’s performance as a leading airline in terms of sustainability

performance.


