
 

 
 

 

Chris Humphrey, Executive Director, EU-ASEAN Business Council 

 

Chris Humphrey is the executive director of Singapore-based EU-ASEAN 

Business Council; a key business association that advocates for the interests of 

EU businesses operating in ASEAN. It is endorsed by the European Commission 

and recognised by the ASEAN Secretariat.  

 

Chris began his varied professional career as a UK civil servant where, amongst 

other things, he was Assistant Private Secretary to a Minister and an Air Services 

Trade Negotiator covering the Asia Pacific region.   After leaving the civil service, Chris moved to the 

private sector working initially in the government and external relations teams at two British airlines in 

the UK, before moving to Shanghai, China with Virgin Atlantic where he headed up the airline’s China 

operation and oversaw the rapid expansion of their business in China.  Whilst in Shanghai, Chris also 

sat on the Executive Committee of the British Chamber of Commerce. Chris then joined a UK based 

security and defence group where he led their Asia Pacific team for over five years and was 

instrumental in them getting contracts with the Japanese and Singapore governments and also with 

SOEs in China.   

 

More recently Chris has been acting as a consultant assisting start-ups in Asia with their business and 

corporate development before joining the EU-ASEAN Business Council in June 2014.    

 

With over 20 years of experience of either working for or dealing with governments and regulatory 

authorities, Chris is available to provide key insights, lead discussions or comment on topics including: 

 ASEAN integration 

 European business presence in SEA 

 Infrastructure financing 

 EU-ASEAN trade relations 

 EU economic and political developments 

 

Chris is a regular on the ASEAN conference circuit regularly appearing at conferences and seminars covering 

ASEAN’s integration agenda and trade and investment issues.  He has also appeared on the BBC’s Asia 

Business Report; CNBC’s Asia Street Times; Channel News Asia’s Conversation With; 938Live Radio News; 

and Channel News Asia news reports. 

 

EU-ASEAN Business Council 

 

The EU-ASEAN Business Council (EU-ABC) is the primary voice for European Business within the 

ASEAN region, being endorsed as it is by the European Commission and recognised as such by 

ASEAN. Independent of both bodies, the Council has been established to help promote the interests of 

European businesses operating within ASEAN and to advocate for changes in policies and regulations 

which would help promote trade and investment between Europe and the ASEAN region. As such, the 

Council works on a sectorial and cross-industry basis to help improve the investment and trading 

conditions for European Businesses in the ASEAN region through influencing policy and decision 

makers throughout the region and in the EU, as well as acting as a platform for the exchange of 

information and ideas amongst its members and regional players within the ASEAN region. 

 

Formally established and constituted in early 2014, the EU-ABC has existed on an informal basis since 

2011, successfully organising several EU-ASEAN Business Summits and regularly interacting with the 

European Commission, ASEAN Member States, ASEAN Secretariat, and other related organisations 

such as the ASEAN Business Advisory Council. 

 


